2020 Kristen Julia Drenten

Memorial Scholarship Information
All applicants must meet the following criteria:

1) Be a high school senior graduating in 2020 from South Aiken High School

2) Plan to pursue a degree from an accredited college or university

3) Maintain a GPA of 3.0 or above

4) Participated in at least one sport (school or recreational) at some point throughout high school

5) Volunteered in the community through religious, civic, or school-based organizations
6) Be a non-smoker (including e-cigarettes)
7) Submit a typed 500-1000 word essay telling how you overcame a personal hardship in your life, specifically explaining how you made the most of that difficult situation

Completed applications will be accepted in the South Aiken High School guidance office no later than Thursday, April 23, 2020. 

The chosen recipient will be awarded a $1000 scholarship for the 2020-2021 academic school year, valid toward college tuition.  This scholarship will be presented at the annual Honors Awards Program in May.  The name of the recipient will be engraved on a plaque, which is displayed in the South Aiken High School office.

About Kristen Julia Drenten
Kristen Julia Drenten was a freshman at South Aiken High School when she died at the age of fifteen, after battling bone cancer for two years.  She began this scholarship fund with $200 of her own money to be given to her peers, in what would have been her graduating class of 2001.  Kristen determined the application criteria with a strong emphasis on the essay portion.  She felt it was important for the recipients of her memorial scholarship to not be smokers due to the fact that smoking is known to cause lung cancer.  To date, over $30,000 in scholarship money has been given in Kristen’s memory, thanks to the many people who have generously donated money to her memorial fund.

To learn more about Kristen, her scholarship, and past scholarship recipients, visit KristenDrentenScholarship.com
TIPS FOR WRITING YOUR ESSAY:

· Focus on how you have overcome hardship in your life: What did you learn? How has it shaped who you are or what you want to do in the future?

· Start early on a draft and ask for feedback from your teachers, friends, or family members whom you trust to help tell your story.

· Writing about a difficult life experience takes a lot of courage. Be brave and find your voice. Please note, your essay will NOT be shared with anyone outside of the scholarship selection committee. All applications will remain confidential.

2020 Kristen Julia Drenten

Memorial Scholarship Application

Student Name: _______________________________________________________________




Last



First


   Middle

Address: ____________________________________________________________________






Street
____________________________________________________________________________
                City                                                       State                                             Zip Code

Phone Number: __________________________   Date of Birth: ________________________
Email Address: ________________________________________________________________   
Name(s) of Parent/Guardian: _____________________________________________________
Current GPA: _______  College/University you plan to attend:__________________________
List any school-based or recreational league sports you participated in throughout high school:

 ____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
List any volunteer experiences you have had through religious, civic, or school organizations throughout high school:

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
I have met all of the requirements and wish to be considered for the 2020 Kristen Julia Drenten Memorial Scholarship.  I certify that I do not currently use any nicotine or tobacco products.

Applicant’s Signature: ______________________________________   Date: _____________
Note:  Your typed 500-1000 word essay must be stapled to the back of this application form. Please note, your essay will NOT be shared with anyone outside of the scholarship selection committee. All applications will remain confidential.
